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WHEELS & GEAR

by MEAGHAN ALFIER

CROSSBAR DISGUISE
Keep the front of your dinghy vehicle looking sharp (and your knees protected)
with the Nixtopper crossbar cover from Roadmaster. It fits onto any Roadmaster
towing system that has a quick-disconnect release and is an easy and affordable
way to keep the crossbar and brackets clean and ready to go the next time you
plan on taking the dinghy along on a trip.
The Nixtopper is made of black high-impact ABS plastic and comes with
a front license plate frame. To install, simply remove the linchpins, position
the Nixtopper over the quick-disconnects and replace the pins. The product
retails for $69.50.
Roadmaster Inc., 800-669-9690, www.roadmasterinc.com.

FIRST AID
FOR FIDO
Be prepared to handle doggy
mishaps while on the road
with Dr. Bill’s First-Aid Kit.
The kit comes fully stocked
with all of the necessary
tools for first-aid and hot-spot
treatments, and could save
you an expensive visit to an
unfamiliar vet in whatever
area you’re visiting.
The kit includes a compact case with removable tray and clear lid,
battery-operated hair trimmers for prepping the affected area, a quick
reference manual, instruments (including a digital thermometer, tweezers,
bandage scissors, penlight and syringe), topical antiseptics, wound
dressings, medications, and a muzzle for making sure that the patient
doesn’t inadvertently make matters worse. The website also provides
thorough how-to and wound treatment instructions. Of course, the kit
is no substitute for veterinary care in the case of an emergency.
The kit retails for $89.95 and part of the proceeds are donated
to Best Friends Animal Society, a grassroots network with a mission
to reduce the number of homeless pets across the country.
Dr. Bill’s Dog First Aid, 805-687-2612, www.drbillsdogfirstaid.com.

18

MADE IN
THE SHADE
Spending the season in a sunny
spot like Arizona or Texas? Protect
your cockpit’s surfaces from the
damaging effects of sunlight
with a windshield shade such
as Magne Shade, which uses no
straps, snaps or suction cups —
and you won’t even need a ladder
to install it.
The Magne Shade system
uses very strong rare-earth
magnets that are mounted on
the inside of your motorhome’s
windshield, with corresponding
magnets sewn into the shade
pockets. To install, just raise
each corner of the shade with the
included fiberglass rod and let
the magnets do the rest. Every
shade is custom-made to fit your
motorhome’s windshield or window using a template, and there
is a wide selection of colors and
patterns to choose from, all of
which are at least 90 percent
sun- and UV-blocking fabrics.
Pricing starts at $395 for
solid-colored shades.
Hunckler Fabrication, 336-4144364, www.magneshade.com.
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